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Naftai — ne, koksnei—ja!

Nav svarigi, vai zem koka siju balstita jumta séZam pie pusdienu galda, divana lasam
gramatu vai glaudam talruni uz porcelana trona, koksne ir mums visapkart.
Neatnemama, paSsaprotama, ka gaiss, Gdens, siltums. Ta tas ir bijis un vienmeér bus.

Pat daudz vairak. Pasaule strauji un nenovérS8ami mainas. Fosilajai ekonomikai tiek
pateikts lens, bet stingrs “né”. Kapéc? Neizbégami tuvojas bridis, kad nafta un gaze gluzi
vienkarsi beigsies. Alternativa ir bioekonomika, kur koksne ka resurss spélé pirmo vijoli -
ar laiku ta aizstas visu, ko Sobrid ieglistam no naftas. Varam priecaties, ka Eiropa
attistas ka bioekonomikas un aprites ekonomikas pasaules lideris —tas ir ne tikai mtsu
majas, bet ari galvenais sarazoto produktu tirgus.

Tapéc mums ir pasiem sev jauzdod pavisam cits, daudz svarigaks jautajums. Vai
meés vélamies Sos Eiropa aizvien pieprasitakos ikdienas koksnes produktus razot
Latvija? NodroSinat darbu, nodoklus un investicijas, kas vairo sabiedribas labklajibu?
Musu atbilde ir “ja”! Més nevelamies iet destruktivo “Krievijas gazes” celu, ari koksnes
produktos sava zemé un Eiropa vairojot atkaribu no talu, ne vienmeér draudzigu valstu
importa. Més nevélamies but pircéji un lidzéji, lai ka ari kads negribétu iegalvot, ka tas ir
“pareizi”. Més esam razotaji un inovatori!

Latvijas vertigakais dabas resurss ir musu augliga zeme. Mums ir visi
priekSnoteikumi, lai bioekonomika bitu vadoSais pasaules regions. Tacu, lai tas notiktu,
augliga zeme jaizmanto efektivi, bet koksnes parstradeé jatiecas uz péc iespéjas
augstaku pievienotas vértibas limeni.

Més atbalstam izpratni par lidzsvarotu ilgtspéju, tacu absoluti nepiekritam visa Eiropa
unificétai pieejai, kas tieSa veida aprobezo musu tiesibas blt saimniekiem sava zeme.
Vides aizsardzibas un klimata mérkus nevar sasniegt kontinenta Dienvidos un Ziemelos
vienadi. Jarikojas lokali, izprotot esoso situaciju un nakotnes iespéjas katra regiona,
katra valsti.

Tapéc Latvijas lemumiem jabalstas vietéjas zinatnes pétijumos. Tos nevar veikt
atseviski «eksperti», tie nevar but kampanveidigi vai politiskas vienoSanas rezultats
priek8veéleSanu gaisotné. Tikai zinatniskas instittcijas ar garu ekonomikas un zemes
izmantoSanas pétniecibas vésturi spéj nodros§inat objektivus datus un secinajumus.
Més uzticamies zinatnei, nevis pienémumiem.

Ir laiks drosmigiem un pardomatiem lémumiem PAR Latvijas ekonomisko
dzivotspeéju, sabiedribas labklajibu un drosibu. Mums visiem — politikiem, ierédniem,
uznémeéjiem, izglitibas un zinatnes parstavjiem — kopigi javeicina vietéjas bioekonomikas
attistiba, jo ta IR masu Latvijas iespéja. Més nedrikstam nostadit sevi zaudétaja pozicija.
"Naftai - ne, koksnei —ja!"

Sis ir msu véstijums - Latvijai, Eiropai, pasaulei! Ta ir msu iespé&ja un atbildiba
nakamo paaudzu prieksa.
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No to oil, yes to wood!

Whether we’re sitting at the dining table under a wood-beamed roof, reading a book on
the sofa, or swiping our phones whilst seated on the porcelain throne, wood is all
around us. Wood is as indispensable and self-evident as air, water and warmth. It has
always been and will always be that way.

Even more. The world is inevitably changing and doing so rapidly. A slow but firm ‘no’ has
been said to the fossil-fuel economy. Why? The moment is inevitably approaching when
oil and gas will simply run out. The alternative is a bio-economy, where wood as a
resource plays the primary role — eventually replacing everything we currently get from
oil. We can be happy that Europe is emerging as a world leader in the bio-economy and
circular economy - it is not only our home but also the main market for the products we
produce.

So we need to ask ourselves a different, much more important question. Do we
want to produce these everyday wood products, which are increasingly in demand
in Europe and Latvia? To provide the jobs, taxes and investment that boost our society’s
prosperity? Our answer is “yes”! We don’t want to go down the destructive road of
‘Russian gas’, increasing our dependence on imports from distant, not always friendly,
countries, which includes wood products at home and in Europe. We don’t want to be
buyers or beggars, no matter how much someone may tell us it’s the ‘right’ way. We are
producers and innovators!

Latvia’s most precious natural resource is our fertile land. We have all the ingredients
to be aworld leader in bio-economy. But, this requires the efficient use of fertile land
and the highest possible level of added value in wood processing.

We support an understanding of balanced sustainability, but we strongly disagree with a
Europe-wide approach that directly restricts our right to be stewards of our own land.
Environmental and climate objectives cannot be achieved in the same way in the South
and North of the continent. We need to act locally, understanding the current situation
and future opportunities both in each region and in each country.

This is why Latvia’s decisions must be based on local scientific research. They
cannot be carried out by individual ‘experts’, and they cannot be campaign-like or the
result of a political agreement in the run-up to an election. Only scientific institutions
with a long history of economic and land-use research can provide objective data and
conclusions. We trust science, not assumptions.

It is time to make bold and thoughtful decisions FOR Latvia’s economic viability,
public welfare and security. All of us - politicians, civil servants, businesses,
representatives of education and science — must work together to promote the
development of a local bio-economy because this IS an opportunity for Latvia. We must
not put ourselves in a losing position.

“No to oil, yes to wood!”
This is our message - to Latvia, to Europe, and to the world! It is both an opportunity and
also our responsibility to future generations.



